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Assignment 2
Six terms with a definition:
1. Comparative psychology; is a branch of psychology that is mainly concerned with animal behavior.
2. A dissertation; is formal writing or exposition prepared based on actual research. 
3. Effective behavior: included those actions that seemed to bring a conducive environment to the animals confined as they were trying to escape; they caused positive results. 
4. Ineffective behavior; includes those actions that were not effective; they did not enhance escaping. 
5. Confinement; is the state of being unable to move, restricted at one place due to imprisonment or illness. 
6. A response chain; refers to a series of responses where each response triggers the next stimulus. 
A coherent summary of the reading:
	The reading is about an American psychologist called Edward Lee Thorndike. He was only twenty-three years when he started his research. He was mainly focused on animal behavior. His work led to the development of the theory of Connectionism, which states that animal behavioral responses to particular stimuli are developed through a trial-and-error process that impacts the cognitive connections between the stimuli and the most appropriate response. Thorndike conducted many experiments on animals to come up with his theory. However, he faced a lot of criticism in his work from older psychologists. 
	In his experiments, Thorndike would confine animals when hungry, put food on sight outside the confinements, and watch the animals try to escape. The animals could only escape by manipulating a simple act on a device to open the door. He would then record the time taken by each animal over subsequent trials. For instance, he used cats over fifteen boxes, three small dogs in nine puzzle boxes, chicks, and birds.
	In his findings, he noted that the behavior of these animals was common, and time spent to escape elapsed with the increase in subsequent confinements. The animals picked up and persisted on the effective behavior and dropped the ineffective behavior. 
	I found the topic about cats' behavior the most intriguing. The author has given a coherent description of their actions trying to escape from the confinements. Their response is vividly explained and easy to understand. 
	The topic I would like to get more information about is the behavior of chicks. The author did not give more details on how the chicks responded to the stimulus. My research question would be: What are the effective and ineffective behavior of chicks in confinement? The question would be interesting to address as it will now be possible to compare chicks' behavior and birds' when subjected to the same stimulus. 
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